
Quotes from Lyra Music Workshop 2018 
Scholarship Recipient Thank You Letters: 

The experience of being at Lyra is truly 

transformative…The wonderful faculty provide 

the supportive environment I need to refine my 

playing. Within the three weeks I spend at Lyra, 

I work harder than at any other time during the 

year, and I also improve the most….Lyra has set 

me up with a strong foundation for my future. 

When I am an adult, I hope to become a 

performing artist, composer, and teacher. I 

realize how ambitious this is, but I have no 

worries that, with what Lyra has given me, I am 

headed in the right direction. 

- Max, age 12, 4th year returning student 

I enjoyed spending time with my friends, and 

worked hard to improve my skills on violin. 

Looking back, I can really tell that my sound 

and technique improved after the intensive 

practice and lessons at Lyra. The chamber 

music was great, too - each chamber group was 

able to communicate to each other well to 

produce the final product. I also loved how we 

went to senior citizens’ homes and the Eric 

Carle Museum to bring music to the old and 

young. 

- Herbie, age 14, 1st year 

One of the rare things of this camp is the 

friendliness of the people there, both staff and 

students, and the close bond people are able to 

form with one another in such a short amount of 

time. Everyone is able to cooperate with one 

another, whether working together in a chamber 

rehearsal or on a project. It is nearly impossible to 

gather a group of people and make them adapt to 

one another, and yet Lyra has done it. The results 

are creativity, productivity, and most importantly, 

fun.       

- Daiwei, age 16, 3rd year returning student 



I was very grateful to receive a scholarship from 

Lyra this year. That scholarship was what made 

it possible for me to attend the program this 

year, and I am so glad I did. Lyra helped me to 

grow both as a musician, and as a person. I 

learned so much about working in a chamber 

group, playing as a soloist, creating balance, 

and creating room in my life for important 

friendships.This was my second year at Lyra. I 

found it just as wonderful as the first. 

 before an audience.  The chamber music program allowed me to learn challenging 

chamber works alongside other motivated students under the direction of amazing 

coaches. I developed my solo playing through access to private lessons and supervised 

practice sessions.  

 

It wasn’t just the music program that made Lyra such a great experience. Akiko and 

Rachel created a highly supportive and nurturing environment which fostered a strong 

sense of community. Silliness and playfulness were encouraged. No one was trying to 

be anyone other than themselves and everyone felt accepted. The emotional openness 

helped me to connect with the other students in a deep and meaningful way. I feel 

closer to the friends that I made at Lyra than I do to the friends that I see every day at 

school. For this, I am truly grateful.  

         - Ari, Age 13, 1st year 

Another thing that is special about Lyra is the balance that is maintained in the 

schedule. While still maintaining a serious focus on music, Lyra also focuses on other 

aspects of being a musician as well as having fun group activities to help bring the 

students and faculty closer together. 

 

The faculty was also amazing. They are wonderful musicians, but also took the time to 

get to know each student, and were always willing to help. 

          -Maya, age 17, 2nd year returning student 

I want to thank you and the donors for giving 

me the opportunity to participate in the Lyra 

Music Festival this summer. It was an 

wonderful experience and I wouldn’t have 

been able to attend without the generous 

scholarship.  

 

Lyra helped me grow as a musician in several 

ways. The multiple performance opportunities 

increased my confidence in presenting myself 


