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       12 October 2016  
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
I am pleased to write in support of the Lyra Music Festival’s return residency at Smith College 
for its coming summer 2017 Festival. 
 
As a Five Colleges Associate Research Scholar, nominated for this position by the faculty of 
Smith’s Music Department, I was thrilled to see Lyra’s move here for its summer 2016 Festival.  
I attended all but one (when I had a conflicting concert for which I had previously purchased a 
ticket) of its public performances by the guest artists and its own faculty and students in Sweeney 
Recital Hall, as well as all of its community outreach events in other locations around the area in 
which the students performed, demonstrating what they had learned and practiced.  I personally 
enjoyed observing the progress of some of the individual students over their three weeks of 
intensive work, and being able to discuss and interact with them, and believe that they were also 
pleased to see my sustained interest and support.  I was not alone in following them thus. 
 
The level of achievement and performance was high and the effort, nature, and organization of 
Lyra’s events are in keeping with Smith’s mission of active cultural engagement with the 
surrounding community.  Lyra Music took the performers to the sites of some of the communities 
which often bring their residents by bus or van to some of Smith College’s performances in 
Sweeney Hall during the academic year, and I am quite sure that those communities appreciated 
this reciprocity very much. 
 
Many others in the audiences spoke to me about their appreciation of having classical music 
performances available during the generally dry summer in the Five Colleges area with all the 
music faculty and students gone.  They were also impressed, as was I, with the quality of the 
performances by the talented young people and by the obvious intensive work that they were 
devoting to the acquisition and improvement of their skills.  I am certain that they look forward as 
much as do I to Lyra Music’s return, because several of them said so specifically directly to me; a 
few even asked me if I knew to whom they should speak to ensure that it happened, but not 
having been involved in the arrangement of Lyra’s initial Festival here, I did (and do) not know 
who those movers and shakers were/are. 
 
Respectfully and sincerely, 
 
Marvin J. Ward, Ph.D. 
 
 


